Culturing and robotic harvesting of bone marrow, lymph nodes, peripheral blood, fibroblasts, and solid tumors with in situ techniques.
We have modified our in situ method for culturing amniocytes and have successfully used this new procedure to culture cells from bone marrow, lymph nodes, peripheral blood, fibroblasts, and solid tumors. We have been so satisfied with this method that we have used it in our routine practice for the past 2.5 years. A convenient feature of the in situ method is that the cultures can be processed with a commercially available robotic harvesting system (modified Tecan Robotic Sample Processor Model 505). This system also works well for in situ cultures of amniotic fluids. Robotic harvesting of in situ cultures provides a consistent and accurate procedure that saves about 10-15 minutes of technologist time per case.